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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SANTIAGO 7803 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, CASC, Cl 

SUB J : DETENTION OF AMERICAN PRIEST: FATHER DANIEL PANCHOT 
REF: A) LOWENTHAL/STOUT TELCON OF NOV 18; B) STATE 272701 

1. FONMIN CARVAJAL AFTERNOON NOV 18 RECEIVED CHARGE AFTER 
LATTER HAD ASKED FOR URGENT MEETING THIS SUBIECT. CHARGE RE- 
VIEWED DETENTION AND VARIOUS REQUESTS MADE TO FON-MINISTRY FOR 
IMMEDIATE CONSULAR ACCESS. MINISTER SAID THAT OF COURSE ACCESS 
WOULD BE GIVEN IMMEDIATELY. HE REGRETTED AND APOLOGIZED FOR 
DELAY. HE EXPLAINED THAT BECAUSE OF UNFORTUNATE SERIES OF MIS- 
UNDERSTANDINGS WITHIN MINISTRY HE HAD BEEN INFORMED OF DETENTION 
AND OF EMBASSY'S REQUESTS ONLY THAT AFTERNOON, AND NO ONE ELSE 
HAD TAKEN EFFECTIVE ACTION ON MATTER. AS SOON AS HE LEARNED 

OF MATTER, HE PHONED INTERIOR MINISTER, WHO CALLED BACK FEW 
MINUTES LATER TO SAY THAT US CONSULAR OFFICER COULD GO IMMEDIATELY 
TO TRES ALAMOS DETENTION CENTER TO SEE PANCHOT. 

2. COMMENT: CARVAJAL WAS SERIOUSLY DISTURBED AND EMBARRASSED 
OVER MISUNDERSTANDING. CONSUL IS ON HIS WAY TO INTERVIEW 
PANCHOT. 

THOMPSON 
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